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Sat Kriya Sara Dipika and Samskara Dipika are two manuals with rituals for Vaisnavas, the former dealing with 
rules for householders and the latter with rules for aspirant renunciants. They are said to be written by Gopal Bhatta 
GosvamT, but they are nowhere mentioned as being his work, nor have any post-six-GoswamT-acaryas ever quoted them 
in their works. Other books by the GosvamTs are well known and accepted. The Bhakti-ratnakara, which was written in 
the 18th century, gives an extensive and correct list of the works of all the GosvamTs. It has a long discussion of Gopala 
Bhatta GosvamT in the first chapter, but says nothing of this text. The only two texts that are associated with Gopala 
Bhatta GosvamT in the Bhakti-Ratnakara are the Hari-bhakti-vilasa and a commentary on the Krsna-karnamrta. 

In the third chapter of the text, the author of Sat-kriya-sara-dTpika recommends the worship of Gopala Bhatta GosvamT in 
the Vaisnava homa, "om gopala bhattaya svaha". Gopal Bhatta GoswamT was so humble that he did not want his name 
mentioned in Caitanya Caritamrta, so it would be a total contradiction if he would prescribe worship of himself in a book 
he wrote. Worship of the Pahca Tattva and Madhvacarya, which is nowhere prescribed in the GoswamTs' books, is 
recommended (Samskara Dipika 30), and in the same paragraph is the sentence vaisnavatvena dvijatva siddheh, "being 
a Vaisnava makes one a dvija", which is as GaudTya Math-ish as coals are from Newcastle. Then there is the 
'gopibhavasraya' sannyasa-mantra (Samskara DTpika 40), which is also not found anywhere in the GoswamTs' books. 
The same paragraph carries the text kutsitarh malinarh vaso varjanTyam visesatah kasaya-rahitam vastrarh, "Ugly and 
dirty clothes and clothes which are not saffron are to be given up", but Haribhakti Vilasa (4.147) says nagno rakta patah 
"For a Vaisnava, wearing red cloth is like being naked." Although that is said in the context of arcana, it is a general 
statement because a pujan does not change the color of his cloth when he gets off the altar. Saffron should not be worn 
by a Vaisnava, on or off the altar - rakta vastra vaisnavera podte na yuway (Caitanya Caritamrta Antya 13.61). 
Haribhakti Vilasa also states: sukla-vaso bhaven nityarh raktarh caiva vivarjayet (4.152) "The Vaisnava should always 
wear white cloth and give up red cloth." 



dharayed vasasi suddhe paridhanottariyake 
acchinna sudase sukle acamet pTtha samsthitah 

"One must wear clean dhoti and chador, untorn and white, then take a seat and do acamana." (4.161) 



krtopavasah sisya atha prata-krtyam vidhaya sah 
sukla-vastrah suvesah san vipran dravyena tosayet 

"The candidate for dTksa should fast and finish his morning duties. Dressed in a nice white garment he should satisfy the 
brahmanas with gifts". (Haribhakti Vilasa 2.110) 

If Sat Kriya Sara DTpika and Samskara DTpika were written by Gopala Bhatta GosvamT, they would contradict his other 
book, Haribhakti Vilasa. It could have been written by any other Gopala Bhatta, as every other boy in India is named 
Gopal, and Bhatta is also a common surname for Brahmins. Surely there are thousands of Gopala Bhattas in India at any 
given time. 

Other opinions on these books are inconclusive. In his GaudTya Vaisnava Sahitya (2nd volume, page 2), Haridas Das 
suspects the authenticity of this scripture. He also suggests the two booklets were written by another Gopala Bhatta, not 
the Gopal Bhatta who was one of the six GoswamTs. He says that he asked Vanamalilal Goswami, one of the 
Radharaman Goswamis, who was responsible for the service of Radharaman, about the book. Vanamalilal Goswami said 
that it was written by a Gopal Bhatta who was a disciple of Hita Harivarhsa. In support of this he points to a reference in 
the f/7a/(a-section to the form of the tilaka being described as " radha-vallabhTya" , relating to the deity of Hita Harivarhsa, 
not a GaudTya deity. 
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These arguments are not so sound, because why would another sampradaya's teacher speak so much of Gaudiya 
Vaisnavism, if at all? 

Naresh Candra Jana, in his book Vrndavaner Chaya Gosvami (p. 212-213), considers it to be the work of a later author 
of unknown name who passed it off as a work of Gopala Bhatta GosvamT. He points to similar inconsistencies. Dr. Jana, 
1 of 2 however, is a mundane scholar from Calcutta - what is his spiritual authority? 9/8/2014 10'25AM 

Some say this Gopal Bhatta was the grandson of Narayan Bhatta (the author of Vraja Bhakti Vilasa, who was in the 
lineage of Gadadhar Pandit), or Vaikuntha Vacaspati, a later Brahmin scholar. 

Despite this, I am personally convinced these are not works of any Gopala Bhatta GosvamT, for the following reasons - 

Samskara DTpika contains modern Bengali words like bhek, Bengali for vesa or sannyasa, but meaning 'frog' in Sanskrit 
(Samskara DTpika 21 - guruna data bahirvasavad bhekahga-bhuta cTra-khanda-yugma, and bheka-dharinam tu, 
Samskara DTpika 29). It also controversially claims that Nityananda Prabhu gave kaupina etc. to Raghunatha dasa 
GoswamT (Samskara DTpika 22 - nityanandena prabhuna svayam eva sn raghunatha dasa gosvamine kaupTnadikam 
dattam). 

Sat Kriya Sara DTpika states early on, in text two, that included in grh'i brahmanas (householder brahmanas) are anyone 
of any caste, if initiated by a sat-guru - such a statement also has a distinct GaudTya Math-flavor, so I would not be 
surprised if some senior GaudTya Math devotee, perhaps even its founder, is the actual author of this booklet. 



Statements like idanTm saksad brahmanacara bhrastatvat candalavad bhavatTti ("due to being fallen from direct 
brahminical conduct he is a dog-eater") show a 'brahmin-friendly' bhava so typical of the GaudTya Matha. Later 'Gopal 
Bhatta' states that a brahmacan is greater than a person who follows brahminical principles from the cradle to the grave. 
It is no wonder that all editions I saw of these booklets were published by GaudTya Math or ISKCON, as it fits their 
agenda very well. 

In the upanayana-chapter, paragraph one, it is said sodasa varsa paryantam upanayanadhikarah atah param savitn 
patito brahmano nopanetara - A brahmana can get the upanayana (thread-ceremony) until the age of sixteen, if he does 
not receive it by then he is called fallen from savitn and cannot receive the Brahmin-thread anymore." 
Makes me wonder how 40-year old western hippies can receive it then? 

Later the concept of mantravan pancaratrika brahmana (a brahmana with pancaratrika mantra-dfksa according to the 
translator) appears in the book, pancaratrika is also a typical GaudTya Math concept which is nowhere mentioned in the 
Haribhakti Vilasa, adding to the suspicion that these booklets are a GaudTya Math product only. 

The story goes around in Vraja that whoever wrote this, hung the palm leaves containing the text above a stove so that 
they would look ancient and could be claimed to be written in the 16th century. 

Posted by advaitadas at 1:55 PM 
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